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 June! A month of new found free-
dom and we welcome the reopening 
of beloved cultural venues. Make 
the most of it, but please remain 
cautious. 
We learned as we went to press that 
the Squire’s annual rose show is not 
going to happen, but to mark the 
month of glorious roses we are 
sharing this photo from the rose 
show 2 years ago. 
However, Spelthorne in Bloom is 
launching, so use your new found 
gardening skills, get your gardens 
looking splendid and make sure you 
enter them into the competition. 
News on the high street is that we 
are getting another bakery and also 
a French restaurant. There are still a 
lot of empty units, but Shepperton 
does seem to be attracting a lot of 

new businesses lately 
which is great news. 

So stay safe, be kind and 
let’s keep our community 
healthy, happy and thriv-
ing. 
Until next month 

Reader Offers 
Barre Clases - 50% off when you mention ad p11 
Garolla - Garage Doors from £895 inc 
Facial Body Sculpting - contouring offers 
Quality Fruit - Produce Box £24.99 

Published by:   
Village Matters Ltd 
Advertising / Editorial : 
Monica Chard 

Telephone: 07979 808991 
Email: monica@villagematters.co.uk 
www.villagematters.co.uk 

Front Cover: Fabulous Roses. Squire’s Rose 
Show by Monica Chard 
Please email hi res photos for consideration for covers to 
monica@villagematters.co.uk 

Please ‘like’ us on Facebook. 
www.facebook/
Sunbury&SheppertonMatters 

June 2021 

monica@villagematters.co.uk
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Turret Winding Wheel, Sunbury
By Nick Pollard

Sunbury was once home to a variety of manufacturing businesses, most of which have disap-
peared, along with the jobs they provided for the local population. One of these was known as
the Turret Grinding Wheel works, which was located on a site off Fordbridge Road, where
there is now a small industrial estate.
The American Samuel Briggs arrived in Sunbury in 1909 and set up a works in Highfield Road
(off Halliford Road) to make abrasive grinding wheels, bringing the Denby-Hart patents with
him. Grinding wheels are used in industry for abrasive cutting and machining of metals. They
are composed of a coarse aggregate embedded in a cement, moulded into a disc shape, and
baked to harden them. Briggs later took on British partners and the company became Mc Ewen,
Denby & Hart-Briggs Ltd. By 1922 the Managing Director was H. Mc Ewen, and the other
directors were J.N. Briggs (presumably the son of Samuel) and E.F. Denby. In common with
many companies, besides the works in Sunbury they had a London office, in Queen Victoria 
Street, where the commercial side of the business was handled.
The company also produced complete machines such as saw-sharpeners. Incidentally, the name 
‘Turret’ derives from a type of machine tool that has multiple cutting or grinding tools mounted
on a rotating block, like a gun turret, which can be rotated to use the required tool without hav-
ing to set the part up on the machine again.
As the works expanded, the main entrance was changed from Highfield Road to Fordbridge 
Road, possibly for better access as Highfield Road was unmade at the time. The factory was
surrounded by the greenhouses and fields of Homewood’s nurseries. 
The photo shows the works from the air, from the south, with the entrance from Highfield Road
visible at top left. The building with the prominent chimneys at the front on the right was where 
the ovens were located which baked the completed grinding wheels. If you have any memories 
of working at ‘Turret’ do let us know.
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Thank you! 
Dear Residents, 
I would like to thank the residents of Laleham & Shepperton who 
voted for me in the recent Surrey County Council Elections.  
You have placed your trust in me, and you can be assured I will not 
let you down. 
I am honoured to have been elected to represent you all at the 
County Council. 
I am looking forward to engaging with as many residents as possible and working  
positively with the Residents Associations to protect and enhance our communities. 
Residents have already expressed their concerns about the speed of traffic on our  
local roads, some just passing through our villages. I will be requesting feasibility  
studies are undertaken to explore various options for reduced current speed limits.   
It is my intention to set up a monthly surgery to enable residents to meet with me to 
discuss any ideas or concerns you may have. You will hear more about this as soon 
as I am able to secure a suitable venue. 
In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me  
Kind Regards 
Maureen 
Maureen Attewell, County Councillor Laleham & Shepperton 
Tel: 07951 655656 
Email:  Maureen.Attewell@surreycc.gov.uk 
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Bereavement Café offers Support 
After this terrible year just past, we may feel we know all about bereavement. So many of us 
have lost someone dear to us, or know of those who have. And we have all lost the support of 
those around us, to comfort and reassure. 
Losing someone you have been close to can turn life upside-down. You may feel confused, 
unhappy, angry or depressed, and all at the same time. You may feel OK one day, and very bad 
the next. You may feel that you can’t keep on talking to your friends about your loss because 
they seem to think it is time to move on, while you still need to talk about the person you have 
lost, the circumstances of their death, and the feelings you struggle to manage.  
A bereavement cafe is a place where bereaved people can find others who have experienced 
their own loss, where they can be helped to help each other talk about their experiences, with 
the aid of an experienced listener, there to facilitate and support. 
We were planning to start such a cafe in the Parish Centre at St. Nicholas Church, Shepper-
ton last May, but, of course, it was put on hold. We are now planning to launch our cafe this 
July. We have a team of five volunteers under the auspices of the Princess Alice Hospice, and 
we are opening our doors on Monday, July 12th. at 2.30.  
The cafe will be open for an hour and a half, on the second Monday of each month. There will 
be tea and biscuits, for which we will need a small contribution. 
If you feel our cafe could help you, put this date in your diary, and come along on July 12th,  
We will be there to welcome you. 
Maggie Hammond 

 

July Issues will close on June 16th 
Get in touch to book your advertising 

monica@villagematters.co.uk 
07979 808991 
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Squire’s Celebrate 85 Years 
By Monica Chard 

According to the Horticultural Traders Asso-
ciation, lockdown spawned an estimated 3 
million new gardeners, as many of us started 
really treasuring outside space that we may 
previously have taken for granted.  
But one local family has been nurturing grow-
ers for decades. This year Squire’s celebrate 
85 years. The business was started in 1936 as 
a landscaping and nursery business by DJ 
Squire, grandfather of Chairman Sarah 
Squire. It was in  1964 however, that his son 
Colin Squire started the garden centre busi-
ness itself with the first centre opening in 
Twickenham, which remains head office. 
There are now 16 centres and the business 
employs over 800 staff.  
Gardening may have taken on even greater 
popularity during the lockdowns, but 2020 
was the most challenging year Squire’s has 
faced. It was difficult to get stock. Brexit had 
already posed challenges to the supply chain, 
but lockdown meant a whole heap of uncer-
tainty. During the first lockdown the business 
managed to find a way to offer a limited tele-
phone ordering service, but stock was patchy. 
One innovation was offering customers lucky 
dip bundles. £50 got you £100 worth of plants 
and you made the most of it. It was popular. 
Sarah Squire makes the point of saying how 
grateful they are to all the patient customers 
who have played by the Covid rules and who 
have shown understanding and appreciation. 
Suppliers have also pulled out all the stops. 
But none of this would be possible without 
the staff. She says “Our colleagues have been 
amazing and I do want to thank them. They 
have been flexible and cheerful, working hard 
and getting us through”.  
Gardening will continue to be a favourite pas-
time. It is known to be helpful for mental 
health, as well as being physical and getting 
us out in the fresh air. There is something 
very special and satisfying about watching 
plants grow.  
Squire’s are very community focused,  

supporting the ‘In Bloom’ initiatives, supply-
ing planting to embellish local locks and 
roundabouts, as well as hosting local arts and 
crafts events, supporting local talent. They 
have also always been good at encouraging 
youngsters to explore gardening , with their 
‘Create and Grow’ workshops proving very 
popular.  
The business makes a point of sourcing plants 
locally, with 80% being UK grown. They 
have also recently appointed a Sustainability 
Manager to ensure that the carbon footprint of 
the business is managed and improved. This 
involves looking at waste management, the 
buildings, lighting and product sourcing. 
Black plastic is being phased out in favour of 
recycled and recyclable coloured pots. Old 
plastic pots you no longer need can be 
brought back to the centre for reuse too.  
Finally we must mention the Rose Show, run 
annually at Shepperton, which is a flagship 
event of the Rose Society and attracts top 
growers from across the UK. We were hoping 
this year that the event would be going ahead, 
but sadly, we learn that it is not.  
Sarah Squire, Chairman of Squire’s is the 
third generation. It appears that the 4th gener-
ation is already in the wings so we say con-
gratulations on the 85th anniversary and good 
luck with the future.   

Sarah and Colin Squire at Shepperton 
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It’s Carers Week 7th-13th June, an annual 
campaign to ‘Make Caring Visible and Val-
ued’, raise awareness of caring, highlight the 
challenges unpaid carers face and recognise 
their contribution. If you’re looking after a 
relative or friend who couldn’t manage with-
out you, you’re ‘a carer’. Action for Carers 
Surrey helps Surrey's unpaid carers of all 
ages, with free information, practical help, 
emotional support, events and advice. We’re 
marking Carers Week with a variety of spe-

cial events. Face to face (distanced of course), 
we’ll be holding carers’ picnics all across 
Surrey, including at London Irish Rugby 
Club, Sunbury and Painshill Park, Cobham, 
and a wonderful African drumming workshop 
in Guildford (see left). We’re also holding 
events on Zoom so you can join in from 
home, both practical (all about wills, trusts 
and power of attorney) and fun (learn comic-
book illustration or yoga and mindfulness). 
Our usual events continue, including a wide 
range of support groups. Find out more at 
www.actionforcarers.org.uk, email CarerSup-
port@actionforcarers.org.uk or call 0303 040 
1234. 
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Shepperton Celebrant in Award Finals 
Local Celebrant Karen Maskell has been nominated for the 
‘Rising Star award’ in the 2021 The Celebrant Industry 
Awards (TCIA) hosted by The Celebrant Directory - an 
online hub full of glittering inspiration for those in search of 
celebrant-led ceremonies and celebrants.  
As an industry first, these global awards are set to recognise 
those delivering excellence as nominated by fellow Cele-
brant colleagues, industry suppliers, couples and families.  
 “I never expected to be featured in such a headline!  
Following a covid career change, I had been inspired by an ex colleague to become a 
Celebrant. Honouring a loved one’s story at a funeral, baby naming, or celebrating 
love in unusual locations, I now lead ceremonies for all of life’s special occasions, 
writing and delivering truly personal and bespoke ceremonies. For example, although 
marriage legalities still have to be completed, you are then free to celebrate with fam-
ilies and friends on a beach, up a mountain, or like one of my couples, in a beautiful 
garden. Love has no limits, and neither should your special day!” said Karen.  
She continued: “The past year has shown how integral Celebrants are within the fu-
neral and weddings industry, working and supporting families through life-changing 
events. I’m really proud of how our members have come together and have made a 
difference in times of such hardship in 2020-21.” 
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Word Search We’ve missed hairdressers!  
Can you find all the words associated  

with them in the letter grid 

beehive 
blow-dry 
bob 
braid 
chignon 
clippers 
coiffure 
comb 
curly 
cut 
fine 
flyaway 
fringe 
frizzy 
hairdresser 

layers 
perm 
pigtail 
plait 
ponytail 
ringlets 
scissors 
shampoo 
slide 
straighten-
ers 
style 
tongs 
tresses 
wavy 

S T R A I G H T E N E R S W E
B L O W D R Y L U A O O C E T
I K C P O N Y T A I L F I A F
T P H B Z T H L A Y E R S F J
R I I R S H A M P O O M S L N
E G G M C L I P P E R S O Y F
S T N B O B R R Y P K D R A R
S A O X H Q D L C L I E S W I
E I N M C X R H Q A V W M A Z
S L I D E U E G R I L P W Y Z
P E R M C X S B H T W A V Y Y
T O N G S B S E F R I N G E M
F I N E M O E O H P H U C U T
B W A O W B R I N G L E T S B
V X C O I F F U R E U G F A Z
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What is Duppa’s Village? 

You may be aware that there is a small 
‘village’ within Shepperton, perhaps you have 
spotted the Duppa’s Village sign (seen from 
Russell Road opposite Bishop Duppa’s Park). 
You may have also been aware the sign was 
showing its age and people could not even see 
the name.  
Some of you eagle eyed people may have 
spotted that the sign has now been re-painted. 
Thanks to the residents of Duppa’s Village 
the sign is once again nice and clear for all to 
see. A special thank-you to Marie, Steve and 
Sue from Mitre Close for their hard work to 
achieve this and to the residents for contrib-
uting to the cost. We hope to have a plaque 
reveal when we can for the residents, a good 
excuse for a drink to celebrate.  

So what is Duppa’s Village and why is it 
called that? 
Duppa’s Village is located opposite Bishop 
Duppa’s Park  and consists of Mitre Close, 
Cassocks Square and Clerics Walk, the hous-
es within the village were built in the late 80s 
and were originally on land that historically 
was part of Duppa’s Farm. We are lucky that 
we have been able to keep some character in 
Duppa’s Village with lovely style street 
lights.  
The Bishop of Winchester, Brian Duppa  

(1589-1662) was an English Bishop, Chaplain 
to the Royal family and advisor to Charles I 
of England, he actually settled down in later 
life in Richmond Surrey where he also died 
aged 73 in March 1662. Bishop Duppa owned 
the waterside meadows adjoining Halliford 
Manor (The Old Manor House).  
Bishop Duppa, besides being the chaplain to 
Charles I from 1634,  was also tutor to his 
sons. Duppa was made Bishop of Chichester 
in 1638. In 1660, on the return from exile of 
Charles II of England to restore the monar-
chy, Duppa was made Bishop of Winchester 
and Lord  Almoner.  
Apart from Bishop Duppa’s Park and Dup-
pa’s Village in Shepperton there is a Duppa’s 
Hill in Waddon, Croydon. There are 2 sets of 
almshouses named after him; these were 
erected with his funds or endowed with the 
income from his lands, and these are Duppa 
Almshouses, Pembridge, Herefordshire, and  
Bishop Duppa’s Almshouses, Richmond (now 
owned by Richmond Charities).  
So a brief little history behind the sign and 
Duppas Village. I am lucky to live in Duppas 
Village and hope that this article sheds some 
light on it for people who had stopped while it 
was being painted and maybe wondered why 
it is called Duppa’s Village. 

Justine Irwin (Sunbury and Shepperton Local History Society) 

Duppa's farm seen in the film 'Bond of 
Fear' (1956) 
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Shepperton Filming for Llandow Air Disaster Doc 
By Anthony Hontoir 

Readers of this magazine may recall an article 
in the July/August 2019 issue when I wrote 
asking for information on Captain Denis Par-
sons, the pilot in charge of a chartered Avro 
Tudor 5 airliner which crashed at Sigingstone, 
near Llandow, in South Wales in 1950 with 
the loss of 80 lives, including his own. I am 
making a documentary film about the disaster, 
and hoped to find out more about Captain 
Parsons because at the time of his death he 
was living in Sandhills Meadow, Shepperton. 
   My film unit has twice been in the locality: 
the first time was last August, to get a shot of 
Sandhills Meadow from across the River 
Thames in Weybridge; the second time was in 
April this year, in response to information 
received about where Mr Parsons is buried. 
The newspaper account at the time of the ac-
cident simply stated that his funeral was held 
in Hanworth. I immediately wondered if this 
might have meant St George’s church, so I 
made inquiries to see if parish records would 
bear this out. Whilst waiting to find out if this 
was the case, I unexpectedly received news 
from members of an RAF squadron associa-
tion – Captain Parsons had previously served 
in the Royal Air Force – who have been dili-
gently helping me with research, to say that 
they had discovered his grave is in Feltham 
Cemetery.  
   I wasted no time in planning my second 
visit, whilst church records were still being 
checked. The first location of the day was to 
be the cemetery, but I began by calling at St 
George’s church, a wonderfully picturesque 
building which apparently once displayed a 
red light on its spire as a danger signal for 
small aircraft intending to land at a private 
airfield nearby. I am told that this system 
worked well until an aircraft flew too low 
over the spire and knocked the lamp off. It 
was an intriguing aviation connection, but in 
the end I learned that Mr Parsons’s funeral 
was not held there, it may well have been just 
a graveside service. 

   So there would be no filming at the church, 
but I headed off to Feltham and set up my 
camera in the cemetery to film the grave and 
headstone. Then to Shepperton for the next 
location, an establishing shot of the Thames, 
the best position for this seeming to be oppo-
site the Red Lion; but as it was now 
lunchtime, my assistant and I stopped off 
there for a rather leisurely lunch before setting 
up the camera in the pub’s garden to get a 
couple of scenic shots of the river. 
   Denis Parsons did not live very long in 
Shepperton with his Canadian wife and step-
daughter, but I feel it has become an im-
portant part of the story, and once again I 
would like to ask readers to give the matter 
some thought – does anyone, especially 
amongst the locality’s older residents, know 
of any possible connection with the family? 
They used to live in a bungalow called 
“Cockaigne”, now demolished, situated near a 
property called “Gypsy”, and I have been 
shown one photograph of it, but if the resi-
dents of Sandhills Meadow have any further 
information, please let me know. I can be 
contacted at Downwood Films, 13 Marlpit 
Lane, Porthcawl, Glamorgan, CF36 5EG, or 
by email: anthonyhontoir@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Photo: Anthony Hontoir on location in April 
2021 (Courtesy: Louise Jones) 
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in the July/August 2019 issue when I wrote 
asking for information on Captain Denis Par-
sons, the pilot in charge of a chartered Avro 
Tudor 5 airliner which crashed at Sigingstone, 
near Llandow, in South Wales in 1950 with 
the loss of 80 lives, including his own. I am 
making a documentary film about the disaster, 
and hoped to find out more about Captain 
Parsons because at the time of his death he 
was living in Sandhills Meadow, Shepperton. 
   My film unit has twice been in the locality: 
the first time was last August, to get a shot of 
Sandhills Meadow from across the River 
Thames in Weybridge; the second time was in 
April this year, in response to information 
received about where Mr Parsons is buried. 
The newspaper account at the time of the ac-
cident simply stated that his funeral was held 
in Hanworth. I immediately wondered if this 
might have meant St George’s church, so I 
made inquiries to see if parish records would 
bear this out. Whilst waiting to find out if this 
was the case, I unexpectedly received news 
from members of an RAF squadron associa-
tion – Captain Parsons had previously served 
in the Royal Air Force – who have been dili-
gently helping me with research, to say that 
they had discovered his grave is in Feltham 
Cemetery.  
   I wasted no time in planning my second 
visit, whilst church records were still being 
checked. The first location of the day was to 
be the cemetery, but I began by calling at St 
George’s church, a wonderfully picturesque 
building which apparently once displayed a 
red light on its spire as a danger signal for 
small aircraft intending to land at a private 
airfield nearby. I am told that this system 
worked well until an aircraft flew too low 
over the spire and knocked the lamp off. It 
was an intriguing aviation connection, but in 
the end I learned that Mr Parsons’s funeral 
was not held there, it may well have been just 
a graveside service. 

   So there would be no filming at the church, 
but I headed off to Feltham and set up my 
camera in the cemetery to film the grave and 
headstone. Then to Shepperton for the next 
location, an establishing shot of the Thames, 
the best position for this seeming to be oppo-
site the Red Lion; but as it was now 
lunchtime, my assistant and I stopped off 
there for a rather leisurely lunch before setting 
up the camera in the pub’s garden to get a 
couple of scenic shots of the river. 
   Denis Parsons did not live very long in 
Shepperton with his Canadian wife and step-
daughter, but I feel it has become an im-
portant part of the story, and once again I 
would like to ask readers to give the matter 
some thought – does anyone, especially 
amongst the locality’s older residents, know 
of any possible connection with the family? 
They used to live in a bungalow called 
“Cockaigne”, now demolished, situated near a 
property called “Gypsy”, and I have been 
shown one photograph of it, but if the resi-
dents of Sandhills Meadow have any further 
information, please let me know. I can be 
contacted at Downwood Films, 13 Marlpit 
Lane, Porthcawl, Glamorgan, CF36 5EG, or 
by email: anthonyhontoir@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Photo: Anthony Hontoir on location in April 
2021 (Courtesy: Louise Jones) 
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Old Hallifordian in Olympic Squad 

Great news to hear that Old Hallifordian 
James Woodgate has been selected as one 
of the six archers that will represent Team 
GB at the Tokyo Olympic Games.  
James Woodgate left Halliford School last 
year and at just 18 is the youngest member 
of the archery team to be selected for To-
kyo. On leaving Halliford James comment-
ed, “I am really happy with my A Level 
results and am grateful to the Halliford 
teachers for their hard work and support. I 
plan to take a gap year to focus on my ar-
chery in the Olympic squad.”  
Headmaster James Davies said, “I am abso-
lutely thrilled to hear this amazing news for 
our former Deputy Head Prefect, James. 
Throughout his time at Halliford, James had 
the gift of successfully balancing superb aca-
demic success alongside his overriding pas-
sion for archery. As his training needs in-
creased, we were delighted to be able to help 
him with time in the Sports Hall at weekends, 
and I was always in awe of his incredible skill 
and talent for the sport. James possesses all 
the Hallifordian values of being a brilliant 
team player and superbly resilient, but most 
of all, it is James’ warm heart that we all miss 
here and which we are sure will enable him to 
be a splendid member of Team GB in Tokyo. 
As the brother and son of two former Olympi-
ans, I know some of the delights and demands 
that James will have ahead in the coming 
weeks and months and will be cheering for 
him on every step of his Olympic journey. 
There can be no greater honour than to repre-
sent your country. We are immensely proud 
of this magnificent achievement.’ 
James picked up the sport at the age of seven, 
started competing at the age of nine, and has 
always performed well in his age group, plac-
ing in the top 3 at National Championships 
several times. In 2018 he won the Surrey Jun-
ior Outdoor Championships and became the 
reigning Southern Counties Archery Society 
champion. He was then nominated by Ar-

chery GB as one of the four cadet recurve 
men to represent Great Britain at the Europe-
an Youth Cup 1st Leg as part of their develop-
ment programme. He finished the season with 
the gold medal at the Archery GB Key Event 
Finals held in Caldicot Castle in Wales. From 
here, he has gone from strength to strength.  
Mrs Woodgate commented, “We are abso-
lutely ecstatic for James, especially after the 
challenges of the last twelve months. James 
really committed to his training in October 
and was presented with the selection oppor-
tunity. The Olympic coaches and Perfor-
mance Director were obviously impressed 
with his skills, but also his attitude. We put 
this down to the magic dust that is sprinkled 
at Halliford School. Both of my boys have 
benefited from their time at the school. They 
were mentored, encouraged and given the self
-belief that they can achieve anything. James 
has a confirmed place at Warwick University 
starting in September and has every intention 
to aim for the 2024 Olympics and maybe even 
the 2028 Olympics.” 
Archery joins shooting, triathlon, sport climb-
ing, canoe and sailing as the first sports to 
announce the athletes selected to Team GB 
for the rescheduled Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games, which will take place from 23 July to 
8 August 2021.  
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Kwasi Kwarteng visits Shepperton 
 
Trio Pharmacy were honoured to receive MP 
Kwasi Kwarteng, who officially opened the 
new prescription dispenser at the back of the 
store in Claremont Drive. The event was at-
tended by local councillors and Mayor of 
Spelthorne, Cllr. Colin Barnard.  
It is the only such dispenser in Surrey and of-
fers a genuine time saving, safe collection 
point. No queues in store, and collect at a time 
to suit you, 24/7. Whether out for your evening 
dog walk, rushing in the high street to do your 
shopping or even coming off night shift at 
4am!  
Important to note that if you are not able to 
collect your prescription in this way, a home 
delivery service is still operational.  
Kwasi was very enthusiastic about the new ser-
vice saying it represented yet another innovation from Trio who are constantly increasing their 
offerings. The pharmacy is offering clinical services which means you don’t need to wait for a 
Dr appointment, and there is a counter prescription facility too.  
For Shepperton Matters this was a first too - namely the first business event we have attended 
since before the pandemic! 

Kwasi cuts the ribbon, with Akash and Gaurang 
from Trio and Colin Barnard looking on 
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Roseacre Says Thank you! 
 
We never thought after our Ofsted inspection Febru-
ary 2020 that we would have to close our doors in 
March along with so many other schools, nurseries 
and local businesses. Sadly as a registered charity we 
suffered with not being able to carry out our fund-
raising events. We opened our doors in September 
with a successful term welcoming our children and 
families back. Although things were different every-
body was on board with our Covid19 procedures in 
place. The children's wellbeing is always at the fore-
front of our daily routine as well as a fun learning 
experience. Roseacre would like to thank everyone 
at The Parish Centre for their support over the last 
year. We are so happy to be here in the beautiful 
surroundings of St Nicholas Church. The building is 
a lovely place to be with natural light that floods in 
to our main room giving a light and spacious feel. 
We are glad to be back and thank all our parents for 
their support and wishing everyone the very best for 
the future ahead.  www.rosecreplaygroup.co.uk.  
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Local Capture 
 
Thanks to this months contributors. Do email 

photos to monica@villagematters.co.uk  
And consider entering the Capture Spelthorne 

competition 2021 run by the council: 
www.spelthorne.gov.uk/capture 

It’s free to enter and closes August 31st. 

Above left, Ash Link nature reserve by Monica Chard. Above Bonnie Smith’s allotment visitor. 
Below Old Shepperton by Monica Chard 
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Above left, sunset at Laleham riverside by Eleanor Warner . Right, Littleton sunset by Anne Hall  
and below left, pink moon, Ferry square by Heather Boyce 

  
We are looking for entries in the Capture 
Spelthorne Sporting Spelthorne category. 

Have you got a budding photographer in the  
family? We are wanting photos that tell a 

story about Spelthorne.  
  

Closing Date is August 31st 
  

Other categories: 
Community in Spelthorne 

Business in Action 
Nature in Spelthorne 

Under 16’s 
More information and entry at: 

  
www.spelthorne.gov.uk/capture 

Capture  
Spelthorne 

2021 
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Connecting Patients with Loved Ones 
By Sue Endersby 

I joined the team of volunteers which is part 
of the PALS (Patient Advice and Liaison Ser-
vice) at St Peters Hospital when I saw an ad 
in this magazine.  We help to facilitate com-
munication between patients and their rela-
tives and friends.  This is naturally particular-
ly important while you can’t visit because of 
Covid restrictions, but it will also be needed 
when restrictions are lifted if you can’t visit 
for other reasons.   
Every ward has a mobile phone and patients 
who don’t have their own phone can ask to 
use it to phone the ward mobile, however 
some patients don’t know it exists.  Others 
don’t know we can find their loved ones’ 
phone numbers, or they don’t have the ability 
to hold a phone.  One of our roles as volun-
teers is to take the ward’s mobile phone round 
to the patients and offer any assistance need-
ed. 
We can also offer WhatsApp, Facetime and 
Zoom and we have an iPad as well so you can 
choose which is best for the patient. 
We try to cover about 14 wards between us, 
some of which have a constant turnover.  Not 
all the patients can be offered the phone each 
week.  Many patients are asleep or being at-
tended to so we can’t offer it.   Sometimes we 
phone but we can’t get hold of you.  
The purpose of this article is to tell you that 
you can contact PALS to arrange a time for a 
volunteer to call you with the patient.  The 
best way is to email us as the phone line is 
very busy.   
It is lovely to see patients’ faces light up.  For 
example, one family was grouped round the 
kitchen table for a Zoom call.  The elderly 
patient couldn't hold the iPad but I held it for 
him and shared with the family his non-verbal 
reactions, eg his eyes widened or he raised his 
hand.  They were able to have a meaningful 
conversation with him.   
We can also visit a patient you are worried 
about.  One husband was concerned that his 
wife was depressed and needed a chat.  When 

I visited her, she told me that she was very 
positive about her situation and said he need-
ed a chat more than she did!   She still wanted 
to chat to me about her family and holidays 
she was looking forward to, and after we had 
finished, I phoned her husband with him we 
reassured him. 
The nurses and all the ward staff can’t do 
enough for the patients and are so kind and 
helpful, but the patients see how busy they 
are, and they don’t like to ask unless it is im-
portant.  The patients know that the staff’s 
priority is their care and getting them home 
and that’s what they want too. 
One gentleman had his own phone but had 
forgotten his son’s number and was worried 
about bothering the ward.  He then said, “I am 
so depressed”.  I asked if he wanted a chat 
and he said he would love one as he did not 
want to worry his son.  I was pleased to be 
able to listen to him, find his son’s number, 
and pop down to Smith’s for his favourite 
newspaper.  
So if you have a relative or friend in hospital 
we, the volunteers, are there for you and do 
contact us by email – asp-
tr.patient.advice@nhs.net - and book that call!  
Do cut out and keep the attached ad for future 
reference and please spread the word. 
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 Wedding Dress Alterations  

Weddings are Back! 
 
It is wonderful to know that finally brides can get their plans back on track. Wedding venues 
have opened and we were delighted to hear about St Nicholas church first wedding (more next 
month on that one).  
It has been heart breaking that plans have been cancelled or put on hold. We wish all the 
brides out there good luck. 
During lockdown you may also have been spending time researching the big day. Have you 
selected a venue, supplier, dress? All those de-
tails have to be just perfect and there are lots of 
local suppliers to choose from. 
If you are looking for a dress but don’t want to 
spend a fortune, do remember the Princess Alice 
Hospice shop on Shepperton High Street,  is hap-
py to help you find an absolute bargain dress (see 
photo). Available in the bridal shop on the first 
floor are dresses, veils, shoes, outfits for the 
mother of the bride and also prom dresses. Why 
not take a look. And of course anything you do 
find but which needs adjusting, can also be fixed 
by local seamstress Shepperton Tailoring who 
has transformed so many bridal gowns to the 
perfect fit and style (see ad below).  
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Recipe of the Month 

Preparation time:  30 min 
Cooking time: If making meringues allow 2 
hr 30 mins plus cooling. Otherwise, no cook-
ing time!     Serves: 6 
Ingredients 
For the meringues (or you can use good quali-
ty shop-bought meringue nests) 
175g caster sugar 
1 thick lemon slice 
3 egg whites, at room temperature 
1 pinch salt 
To assemble the mess 
500g ripe strawberries 
50g caster sugar 
450ml double cream 
1 tbsp icing sugar 
1 tsp vanilla paste 
Mint for garnish 
Method 
Meringues 
Preheat the oven to 220C / gas 7. Line a bak-
ing tray and pour the sugar on to it then bake 
in the oven until it just begins to melt at the 
edges. Rub the inside of the mixing bowl with 
the lemon (this gets rid of any grease) and add 
the egg whites. Just before its time to take the 
sugar out of the oven, start whisking the 
whites at high speed. 
Carefully tip the hot sugar and the salt into the 
fluffy foamy whites. Continue whisking until 
the mixture is cool, glossy and forms soft 
peaks. Lower the heat in the oven to 130C / 
gas ½. Heap dollops of meringue on to lined 
baking trays, making sure they are well 
spaced. Bake in the cool oven for about two 
and a half hours. Check after two hours. The 
outsides should be crisp and golden but not 
burned! Turn off the oven and leave the me-
ringues inside to cool completely. 

The Mess 
To prepare the strawberries: wash and hull the 
fruit, and slice into half or quarters. Aim for 
bite-size pieces. Place the strawberries in a 
bowl, sprinkle with the caster sugar, making 
sure all the strawberries are coated. Place in 
the fridge for half an hour until the fruit goes 
squidgy and leaks juices. 
Set a third of the strawberry mixture on one 
side for later. Using a potato masher lightly 
crush the rest into a chunky puree. Pour the 
double cream into a big bowl (it’s best if the 
bowl is cold). Sift in the icing sugar and the 
teaspoon of vanilla paste (not essence) and 
whip to soft peaks. 
Roughly squash and break six of the me-
ringues. Fold the pieces and the crushed 
strawberries into the whipped cream. Don’t 
mix too thoroughly. The red and white should 
be clearly distinct. 
I tend to leave mine in a big serving dish so 
people can help themselves, but it looks love-
ly spooned into tall glasses and topped with a 
sprig of mint. 

Eton Mess 
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Liquid Leisure Eco Plans 
By Monica Chard 

You may have already visited Liquid Leisure 
in Charlton Village, and had fun in the water. 
The new attraction was heavily affected by 
the Covid restrictions of 2020 but managed to 
welcome some families to at last enjoy a 
much needed day out of fun and leisure.  Over 
the winter the team spent much time develop-
ing their brand and concept and have a lot of 
exciting ideas.  
The venue was land owned Charlton Sand and 
Ballast run by John and Geoffrey Pattinson. 
Once gravel was extracted in the 1950’s the 
pit filled with water from the water table (the 
water that naturally sits below the ground) 
and then left to nature. The lake and its sur-
round grew wilder, so much so that locals 
didn’t even know the lake existed. Since 2018 
gradually the land has been tamed, the bram-
bles cut back, trees managed and the river 
Ash which flows through it, cleared of weed.  

We met with Emma Pattinson 
(granddaughter) to hear about the plans for 
the large site. With a focus on sustainability 
and nature, the site is set to become an eco 
friendly destination, a perfect venue for chil-
dren’s educational trips. With nesting boxes 
for birds, planters with bee friendly flowers, 
created from reclaimed wood and an appro-
priate planting plan to attract wildlife. Staff 
uniforms will be made of recycled organic 
fabrics and the food outlets will be offering 
healthy choices on the menu. 
Although Liquid Leisure may be renowned 

for its large inflatables, it offers also an out-
door swimming pool, with a 25 m and 50 m 
length, great for training and improving stam-
ina.  Life Guard training is on offer at the 
venue and it also offers kayak and paddle-
board hire and tuition, as well as Chilliboats, 
which look like lots of fun and exercise.   
The company is sourcing services and prod-
ucts locally as much as it can or within the 
UK. 
It has proved a popular venue for both school 
trips and also team building days for the cor-
porate world. Schools and businesses as far as 
London choose the venue.  
It will be great to see how it all develops. 

Charlton Sand and Ballast 1954 

Chilliboat at Liquid Leisure 
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Solution on p 59 

2 7 9
3 4 6

8 4 5 2
8 3 7

7 1
7 2 6

5 2 3 4
8 1 9

3 1 5
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Spelthorne in Bloom 2021 

This summer’s Spelthorne in Bloom competi-
tion will be launched in June, when the entry 
forms will be published online and in print, 
and the posters will appear on Council notice 
boards. 
The children’s poster competition attracted 
more than 100 entries, despite many schools 
being closed, and we had many entries from 
children who were studying (or learning) at 
home. 
The winner was Olivia Arguirova , aged 10 
from Stanwell Fields Primary School, and her 
poster will appear on the entry form and on 
the posters which will be circulating during 
June and July. The closing date for entries this 
year is Friday 16 July, and entry forms will be 
available at Squires Garden Centre in Shep-
perton, and at Notcutts Garden Centre in 
Staines Road, Laleham. 
New sponsors have come forward this year. 
The Best Kept Front Garden category has been 
sponsored by Mrs Zandra Ceaser, in memory of her 
late husband Gerry. Many will remember Gerry as a 
former Leader and Mayor of Spelthorne Borough 
Council, and some will remember that he was the 
first ever Chairman of Spelthorne in Bloom. So it is 
good to remember his contribution in this way. 
The Best in Show category has been sponsored by 
Squire’s Garden Centres. Many people will know 
Colin Squire, who lives in Laleham, and his daugh-
ter Sarah Squire, who is now Chairman of the Gar-
den Centre Group. It is their 85th Anniversary year, 
so Colin has kindly agreed that the Best in Show 
can be sponsored in memory of his late father, Mr 
DJ Squire, the founder of the garden centre group 
all those years ago.  
A new category has been introduced for the overall 
Best School entry, kindly sponsored by Notcutts 
Garden Centres, and the competition will be open to 
Spelthorne schools for the best school garden, best 
edible garden, and best scarecrow. Organisers hope 
all primary schools in the borough will be willing to 
take part during the summer term, as the entry 
forms will be sent out during half term, to give 
plenty of time for schools to enter before the sum-
mer holidays begin in late July.  
Spelthorne in Bloom Chairman Nick Wood-Dow 
said it had been a struggle to keep the campaign 
going during the pandemic, which had affected 
2020 and 2021. “We volunteers were determined to 

do all we could to keep Spelthorne in Bloom going, 
after our 30th anniversary year in 2019. Last Octo-
ber, the Mayor and I presented all the winners with 
their prizes in their own homes, due to Covid re-
strictions, and the photos appeared in the 
Spelthorne Borough Bulletin.  
This year all the entries for the children’s poster 
competition came in by email or submitted online, 
so I would like to thank Spelthorne Borough Coun-
cil so much, as officers managed the IT challenges 
of receiving entries and enabling our volunteers to 
judge them, so that we could choose a winner in 
time.  
“We are sending out entry forms during June to as 
many people as possible, eg people who have en-
tered before, and members of local Horticultural 
Societies, and via the garden centres. We ask keen 
gardeners to send in their entry forms by 16 July, so 
we can plan the judging for August. We also hope 
to hold our end of year Awards Evening at 
Notcutts, as long as all Covid restrictions have been 
lifted, and our guests can once again attend big 
events, and enjoy socialising with others.” 
Spelthorne in Bloom is a free to enter competition 
to find the best gardens in the borough, and we 
hope that as many keen amateur gardeners will 
enter as possible to make this a great success. 

Last years winning front garden was Kaye Friday’s  
garden in French Street, Sunbury 
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Thinking of  

Selling your Stamp  
Collection? 

Cut out the commissions and sell direct to  
the dealer! Home visit valuations. Immediate 
payment, however large or small.  
Call 01932 785635 
www.jcstamps.co.uk 

 

Duplicate 
Bridge in 
Laleham 

We are a small friendly Bridge Club 
starting up a Duplicate Bridge 

evening in Laleham Village Hall on 
Wednesdays and would be pleased 

to hear from any Bridge players 
that would like to join us. 

We plan to play from 7.30pm until 
about 10 pm and table money will 
be around £3 per session. Our first 
evening will be on Wednesday 23 
June, subject to covid restrictions 

being lifted as planned. 
If you would like to join us please 
contact Paul Ruston on 01784 

453066 for further details. 
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 Chartered Surveyor  
Building Surveys, Home Buyers  
Reports and Valuations for all  

non lending purposes    
40 years local experience 

Nickcobbmrics@gmail.com  

07876208359 
www.nickcobbsurveyor.co.uk 

Across 
 1 Exhibit hall, studio (7) 
 5 An aqualung (5) 
 9 Uproariously funny (5-8) 
 10 Sweaters and cardigans (8) 
 11 Conform, comply (4) 
 12 Advertising (9) 
 16 Butt, remnant (4) 
 17 Crashed (8) 
 19 A pirate might bury one! (8,5) 
 21 Brownish green (5) 
 22 Pursuing (7) 

 2  In pain, hurting (6) 
 3  Source of illumination 

(5,4) 
 4  Cider With _____, 

novel by Laurie Lee (5) 
 6  Casual hat (3) 

 7 Slang for sausage (6) 
 8 Cloth, textile (6) 
 11 Large flightless birds (9) 
 13 Imprison (4,2) 
 14 Complex carbohydrate (6) 

 15 English naval hero (6) 
 18 Blood-sucking worm (5) 
 20 Biblical ship built by 

Noah (3) 
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 Supper for Singles 
  

With a Cordon Bleu chef 
and an actress! 

 
Local venue 

 
Choice of quality dishes 

3/4 courses 
£60 per head and bring 

your own wine 
 

Please call  
07767 325902 
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Platts Eyot Fire Prompts Island Safety Questions 

Bank Holiday Monday, gale force winds, a 
garden fire and an island full of wooden craft 
and flammable materials. What could possi-
bly go wrong?! 
It was devastating to see images of the fire on 
Platts Eyot last month. Two boathouses full of 
historic boats under restoration, went up in 
flames which were seen from miles around. 
Only two years ago the old Wilson’s 
boatyards on Lock Island, Sunbury, burned to 
the ground. This particular fire, dramatic and 
devastating as it was, didn’t see as much loss 
as the Platts Eyot fire but it destroyed the old 
boathouses, which have since been razed. 
A fire on Hamhaugh Island in April 2019 saw 
one house burned to the ground and another 
narrowly saved as islanders fought to contain 
the blaze. 
The issue with all three fires is the access to 

fire services is nigh on impossible. The irony 
is that these islands are surrounded by water 
which surely could make the difference be-
tween damage and total destruction. We asked 
the Surrey fire service to comment on the 
challenges of tackling island fires, but as we 
went to print, we have yet to hear from them.  
It is indisputable that the fire service did an 
incredible job tackling the fire on Platts Eyot, 
but without direct access, how were they 
meant to get the blaze under control? Access 
on fire barges? Or pumping river water? Is 
there such a system installed?  
Islanders on Hamhaugh were able to save a 
house as they used their pump system on the 
island. 13 fire engines attended and the fire 
service managed to transport pumps across 
the lock and weir to reach the blaze. Islanders 
used their own fire hydrants and hoses. Thank 
goodness for that! We would be interested to 
hear from any islanders who can share their 
own fire drills. Email mon-
ica@villagematters.co.uk. And we still hope 
to hear from the fire services.  
The loss at Platts Eyot was extensive. 
Amongst the many craft lost was the Lady 
Gay (see below), one of the Dunkirk Little 
Ships, which had recently undergone restora-
tion. Thankfully there was no loss of life, but 
this must be a wake up call to get better sys-
tems in place to tackle island fires. 
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Solution June Word Search 

S T R A I G H T E N E R S W E
B L O W D R Y L U A O O C E T
I K C P O N Y T A I L F I A F
T P H B Z T H L A Y E R S F J
R I I R S H A M P O O M S L N
E G G M C L I P P E R S O Y F
S T N B O B R R Y P K D R A R
S A O X H Q D L C L I E S W I
E I N M C X R H Q A V W M A Z
S L I D E U E G R I L P W Y Z
P E R M C X S B H T W A V Y Y
T O N G S B S E F R I N G E M
F I N E M O E O H P H U C U T
B W A O W B R I N G L E T S B
V X C O I F F U R E U G F A Z
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Well, the answer is A LOT!!  
We have a few very attractive new signs in the 
area, welcoming people to our riversides. In 
Lower Sunbury, the new sign at Kings Lawn, 
welcoming boaters to the village declares Wel-
come to Sunbury upon Thames...UPON??? 
Many residents have lived in Sunbury for 
many years and it has always been ON. The 
comments on social media were very interest-
ing.  A few didn’t care, but the vast majority 
very much do care. This sign is simply wrong.  
But what is the difference, you may ask. UP-
ON is used when a town straddles the river. 
Hence Staines upon Thames, Kingston upon 
Thames, Stratford upon Avon etc. But Sun-
bury is on only one bank of the river, so it 
absolutely must be ON.  

As we go to press the mystery of this sign 
deepens. It has disappeared! So either some-
one has taken it as a souvenir...the one when 
Sunbury was nearly renamed...or it has been 
removed for replacement by the council.  
Shepperton also has a nice new sign, but in the 
case of Shepperton it is not ON or UPON.  It 
says simply ‘Welcome to Shepperton’. Some 
locals tell me that at one point it was in fact 
called Shepperton on Thames. Maybe we 
should get that changed while we are at it and 
have two new signs and names which are  

factually and grammatically correct! 
My only gripe about the Shepperton sign is 
that it is positioned so as to entirely obscures 
the view upstream towards the Manor House if 
one is sitting on the bench under the tree  
behind the sign. Oh well. Nothing is perfect! 

What’s in a Name? 
By Monica Chard 
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Jolly Brit Restoration 

There’s been renewed enthusiasm about the idea 
of a new Royal Britannia in the wake of Prince 
Philip’s death. He was closely involved in the 
commissioning and design of the previous royal 
yacht. In service from 1954 until 1997, the origi-
nal Royal Yacht Britannia was the 83rd official 
royal yacht of a British monarch since Charles II 
became King in 1660. At 126 meters in length and 
a crew of 220 yachtsmen, Royal Britannia was a 
large ship and as part of her original design along-
side her construction required tenders, smaller 
crafts to hang off her side to serve as support and 
were designed to fulfil a wide variety of purposes 
from ferrying passengers to collecting supplies. In 
Britannia's case two of these so-called 'Jolly 
Boats’ and were used by members of the Royal 
Family and other guests when enjoying trips 
ashore from the yacht. 
In the late 1990s spotted languishing on the Union 
Canal at Brentford Jolly Brit, one of the Britan-
nia’s  dedicated Jolly Boats, lay discarded and 
decaying. Britannia was by this time retired. She 
now resides at Ocean Terminal, Leith in Edin-
burgh and is one of the UK’s most popular tourist 
attractions. Jolly Brit’s fate did not take such a 
fortunate turn. 
It was Henry Butt who spotted Jolly Brit on the 
Grand Union and purchased her. Then began a 
labour of love to restore her over the next two 
decades. She was a mess and he did his best to get 
her shipshape enough to join the hundreds of ships 
of historical importance to celebrate the Queen's 
Diamond Jubilee pageant back in 2012. But it was 
going to take a collaborative effort of many to get 
this Jolly Boat back to Royal standards.  
In autumn 2020 Stuart Humphries, an old friend 
of Henry Butt, spotted Jolly Brit tucked at the 
back of a muddy field near Bell Weir Lock  
Egham. He was horrified when he heard that she 
was due to be broken up. Soon he had signed him-
self up as project manager to help Henry in his 
dream of restoring this little piece of royalty.  
Stuart, approached Dennett’s in Chertsey who 
were then commissioned.  
Restoration began in January 2021. Stripping back 
the rotten mahogany hull to essentially the skele-
ton of the vessel, revealed many rotten ribs which 
would require replacement. All new mahogany 
planking in two layers was then painstakingly 
applied to the hull to create a strong and durable 

vessel that without a doubt will last another 70 
years. By the end of  January, she had been re 
ribbed, planked, primed and turned over ready for 
some intricate woodwork to her topsides and inte-
rior. She was then was handed over to the decorat-
ing team who spent many weeks  painting and 
varnishing applying up to 12 coats to achieve the 
ultimate shine. 
During this time, Henry informed  the Royal  
Palace of the restoration and the Queen herself has 
conveyed in writing to Henry her gratitude for 
his  dedication, even recalling memories of using 
Jolly Brit in Africa feeding crocodiles.  

4 months since works started the Jolly Brit was 
relaunched. Congratulations to the owner, Henry 
who is 92 years old, to see his beloved Jolly Brtt a 
floating icon and to have his legacy documented 

in preserving the 
future of her 
makes him and 
this restoration a 
very special one 
indeed. 

By Heather Dennett 

Henry Butt and 
Jolly Brit with 
Monica Chard 

onboard and the 
Gloriana behind, 
at the Mayoral 
river pageant, 

Sunbury to 
Staines in 2017 
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vessel that without a doubt will last another 70 
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floating icon and to have his legacy documented 

in preserving the 
future of her 
makes him and 
this restoration a 
very special one 
indeed. 

By Heather Dennett 

Henry Butt and 
Jolly Brit with 
Monica Chard 

onboard and the 
Gloriana behind, 
at the Mayoral 
river pageant, 

Sunbury to 
Staines in 2017 
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Mouse Tales - Children’s book by local author 
In the March issue of Sunbury Matters we ran an article on self pub-
lishing and from time to time we hear of locals who have done just 
that. Some have even been taken on by publishers. Lockdown has been 
a period of creativity for many. 
So here we have Mouse Tales, the tale of two mice, Sniffy and Yum-
my, who are regularly told by their mum to stop playing computer 
games and get outside instead (sound familiar to many of you?!). 
When they eventually do, they get hooked on the outdoors, inventing 
games, meeting other mice and having fun, learning new skills, as well 
as getting into the odd bit of trouble. It is a kind book, sharing family 
relationships and friendships and very much supporting the concept of 
interacting with each other and enjoying a simple life. 
The book carries beautiful illustrations by the author herself, as well as 
some feedback from readers. “Even though I am 13, I really 
liked the stories because of the exciting adventures Sniffy and 
Yummy do and what they teach you about life” said Levina H. 
“A collection of kind, calming tales perfectly suitable for bed-
time” says Victor. 
It is the first book by Staines based Valerie Greenfield and is 
available from Waterstones, Foyles and on Amazon. Check 
out Valerie’s website www.valeriegreenfield.com where you 
will also be able to find out about the plans for a teapot muse-
um to support a rural community! 
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The Importance of Bees 

Why are bees important?  
What did you have for breakfast 
today? Granola with fruit? Jam on 
toast? Maybe a fry-up with grilled 
tomatoes? Perhaps all washed down 
with a fruit juice or tea or coffee? 
The natural behaviour of pollinating 
insects such as bees, hoverflies, 
butterflies, beetles and even moths 
created these products. Without 
these industrious little workers, 
much of what we eat would not ex-
ist. Research has also revealed that 
plants pollinated by bees grow 
stronger and have better quality fruit, enabling 
successive bee generations to stay strong too.  
The bad news? 
Bees have been around for millions of years, 
but in the last 10 years their numbers have 
plummeted. In the UK there are an amazing 
230 species divided into three types, the fat 
bumblebee, the tiny solitary bees and the well 
known honey bee. Incredibly, none are pro-
tected by law. Scientists say habitat loss and 
pesticides have had the largest impact on bee 
numbers, and bees are struggling to cope. 
Since the 1930s Britain has ploughed up or 
built upon 97% of its wildflower meadows 
and grasslands, and the use of pesticides on 
remaining land has rocketed.  
In 2019 a study showed a third of wild British 
bees are in serious decline, with all species in 
decline overall. It is estimated every square 
kilometre of land in the UK has lost an aver-
age of 11 species of bee and hoverfly since 
the 1980’s, and the loss is speeding up, which 
leaves a natural world that is fundamentally 
poorer and less able to adapt to further chang-
es, such as global warming. Global warming 
has been shown to affect flowering times, and 
with little or no food available bees can 
starve. Bees naturally pollinate plants as they 
feed. Without this essential service, the repro-
duction of plants, flowers and fruit means 
other wildlife could die out too. The loss of 
such a fundamental foundation in the way 

nature functions is likely to 
create catastrophic problems in 
the not too distant future to the 
human food chain as well as 
the economy. With seven bil-
lion humans on this planet and 
rising, food is a serious issue. 
The good news? 
You can help. Despite the out-
look for bees being quite bleak 
right now there is a lot you and 
local communities can do to 
help. Different bees have dif-
ferent mouthparts so not all 

can feed on the same flowers. The secret to 
attracting many bees is to grow a wide variety 
of flowering plants with open shapes, that 
flower at different times of the year from 
Spring through to Winter. If you also provide 
places to nest and rest, bees can thrive.  
The following species are great for bees – 
Lavender, Scabious, herbs such as Rosemary, 
Thyme or Mint, vegetables such as tomatoes, 
potatoes and courgettes. Buddlia, fruit trees 
such as apple or cherry, strawberries and rasp-
berries along with wildflower mixes. Fox-
gloves are a favourite, as are crocus, Aubretia, 
Borage, Honeysuckle, Snapdragons and Se-
dum. 
There are other things you can do to help: 
- Don’t use pesticides in the garden, particu-
larly on flowering plants. Studies have shown 
gardens that use pesticides are virtually de-
void of life except pests, and yet pesticide free 
ones have more variety and fewer pests be-
cause natural predators can survive.  
- Join Bug Life, the worlds only insect conser-
vation charity, or your local Wildlife Trust  
- Campaign for garden centres to sell organic 
plants – see the Bumblebee Conservation 
Trust website https://
www.bumblebeeconservation.org 
- The Wildlife Trusts have excellent booklets 
and advice about bee gardening on their web-
site https://www.wildlifetrusts.org 
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Keeping our Community Safe 

Shepperton Neighbourhood Watch update 
By Tracy Moore 
 
Shepperton has recently experienced identity theft with one suspect (from 
outside the area) arrested and under investigation. Some simple protection 
measures are provided below. 
• Obscure your personal details from any bill or important letter before 
placing in the bin. 
• Use ‘identity protection roller stamps’ or destruction methods such as use of a cross-
shredder, completely soaking documents in water and mashing them up or burning them (safely 
and responsibly). 
• Cut up bank and credit cards and split the pieces up across several rubbish loads. 
• Check your credit history regularly for any unauthorised activity. Search on credit reports. 
‘Experian’ and ‘Equifax’ are popular, but others are available and free options exist. 
• Protect your incoming post. Secure any ‘outside’ post boxes and communal post areas so 
that someone cannot just simply ‘pick it up’. 

Be alert to packages addressed to someone else at your address or a package you did not 
order. Never hand these over to people claiming they were delivered to you in error 
without checking that you haven’t been scammed and paid for these items. 

By Tracy Moore, Neighbourhood Watch  
and Bill Cunningham, Scamwatch 

Pushy Scammers 
By Bill Cunningham  
 
We’ve read about push payment fraud, maybe 
wondering exactly what it means. 
Authorised Push Payment fraud is sophisticat-
ed; where we are tricked into sending some-
one money from our bank account; there and 
then.  Because it’s an instant payment, the 
money is already gone before any victim is 
able to reclaim it. Gone often to different ac-
counts, probably abroad, which means that 
getting it back is near impossible.   
It would be nice, really nice if all banks gave 
us all of the defrauded amount back , but life 
can be cruel. Since we technically gave the 
information willingly, it’s a challenge to get 
compensation. Especially from a few banks 
that have so far refunded just about 5% of 
APP fraud claims submitted to them.  
In the first half of last year the hit was over 
£200m to some 65,000 victims. 
The call from our “bank’s” fraud team to say 
our account has been defrauded can kick it all 

off. But c’mon – we know, don’t we, that 
ANY call out of the blue is suspect!  Espe-
cially if the caller is asking us to do some-
thing unusual, and in haste. The best response 
is to have a cuppa, then call the number we 
really know is the bank and find out what’s 
the issue, To find then, of course, that there is 
none. 
Suspicious emails we forward to re-
port@phishing.gov.uk Texts to 7726  
We may well wonder too, just how the scam-
mers know so much about us. That alas is 
because we tell them, mainly on social media. 
Most people are very open about telling all 
about what’s happening in their lives. Buying 
a new house or car or holiday plans. Great 
scamming clues for the baddies to grasp and 
use. To prise out even more information when 
they approach us to help us . It’s nice to be 
nice but let’s be mean about giving clues 
about ourselves to the world. 
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Shepperton Beat 
By Inspector Maxine Cilia 

As I write this for 
the June edition 
more lock down 
restrictions have 
been lifted. It is 
lovely to see that 
we can visit our 
locals, out of the 
rain, go for dinner 
in the warmth at 
the local restau-
rant and visit 
gyms and cine-
mas. However as 
we all get out 

more and more, that leaves our property emp-
ty and vulnerable. I know  I constantly repeat 
myself when I say please review your securi-
ty.  People spend a fortune on all the nice 
things that go into a house, expensive TVs 
computers and sound equipment but when it 
comes to spending on home security, often it 
is a last thought and an expense that is avoid-
ed. 
There is so much you can do on a budget, 
such as defensive planting of shrubs and 
bushes at perimeter fences . Replacing a lock 
on a back gate, fake cameras, easy solar light-
ing of dark areas. Other really easy tips such 
as lock away tools so they are not accessible, 
put away ladders and wheelie bins so it is 
harder to climb over gates and walls, and lock 
garages and sheds. Joining your local Neigh-
bourhood Watch costs nothing https://
www.ourwatch.org.uk/.  
Current crime trends include thefts of bicy-
cles once again from sheds and gardens. The 
favourite type of bike is an electric bike due 
to their value. Please consider a really sub-
stantial bicycle lock if you have an expensive 
bike and lock it to a substantial pole or fitted 
bracket. Please also register you property on 
the National Property Register https://
www.immobilise.com/ or bike register https://
www.bikeregister.com/. We have also seen a 

trend of persons not locking their vehicle 
properly and finding miscellaneous items 
missing in the morning such as loose change, 
sunglasses and wallets. Please remember to 
lock your vehicles and do not leave credit 
cards and cash in you vehicles overnight. 
One of the other common complaints that we 
are receiving is the use of Electric scooters. In 
Spelthorne and the whole of Surrey, Electric 
scooters are illegal to ride on public roads and 
pavements . There are few trial areas in the 
country where pilot projects are looking at the 
use of electric scooters provided to hire with 
safety equipment and helmets.  If you are 
riding an electric scooter on the road or pave-
ment in Spelthorne you are committing an 
offence.  All electric scooters are classed as 
powered transporters and they are covered by 
the Road Traffic Act 1988, so essentially all 
the law you would expect to cover a motor 
vehicle. This means that in order to ride them 
they need to be taxed, have an MOT and meet 
legal requirements including a number plate 
and signalling ability. As that is clearly not 
possible you cannot ride an electric scooter 
on a public road! The Highways Act prohibits 
them from being used on the pavement, and 
they cannot be used in cycle lanes as they do 
not have pedals! 
It may be after the trials have finished that 
certain types of electric scooter will be al-
lowed with conditions however at this time 
you are committing an offence and Police can 
seize your scooter. The only place you can 
legally ride an electric scooter is on private 
land. Other than this you face a Fixed Penalty 
notice for no insurance and up to £300 fine 
and 6 points or a Fixed Penalty Notice for no 
driving licence and up to £100 fine and 3 
points. There are also other penalty notices 
for riding on a footpath, using a phone, going 
through red lights and drink driving offences. 
Thank you for on-going support and look out 
for ‘meet the beats’ in your area coming soon 
now restrictions are lifting.  
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Shepperton Beat 
By Inspector Maxine Cilia 

As I write this for 
the June edition 
more lock down 
restrictions have 
been lifted. It is 
lovely to see that 
we can visit our 
locals, out of the 
rain, go for dinner 
in the warmth at 
the local restau-
rant and visit 
gyms and cine-
mas. However as 
we all get out 

more and more, that leaves our property emp-
ty and vulnerable. I know  I constantly repeat 
myself when I say please review your securi-
ty.  People spend a fortune on all the nice 
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computers and sound equipment but when it 
comes to spending on home security, often it 
is a last thought and an expense that is avoid-
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bracket. Please also register you property on 
the National Property Register https://
www.immobilise.com/ or bike register https://
www.bikeregister.com/. We have also seen a 

trend of persons not locking their vehicle 
properly and finding miscellaneous items 
missing in the morning such as loose change, 
sunglasses and wallets. Please remember to 
lock your vehicles and do not leave credit 
cards and cash in you vehicles overnight. 
One of the other common complaints that we 
are receiving is the use of Electric scooters. In 
Spelthorne and the whole of Surrey, Electric 
scooters are illegal to ride on public roads and 
pavements . There are few trial areas in the 
country where pilot projects are looking at the 
use of electric scooters provided to hire with 
safety equipment and helmets.  If you are 
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ment in Spelthorne you are committing an 
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legal requirements including a number plate 
and signalling ability. As that is clearly not 
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them from being used on the pavement, and 
they cannot be used in cycle lanes as they do 
not have pedals! 
It may be after the trials have finished that 
certain types of electric scooter will be al-
lowed with conditions however at this time 
you are committing an offence and Police can 
seize your scooter. The only place you can 
legally ride an electric scooter is on private 
land. Other than this you face a Fixed Penalty 
notice for no insurance and up to £300 fine 
and 6 points or a Fixed Penalty Notice for no 
driving licence and up to £100 fine and 3 
points. There are also other penalty notices 
for riding on a footpath, using a phone, going 
through red lights and drink driving offences. 
Thank you for on-going support and look out 
for ‘meet the beats’ in your area coming soon 
now restrictions are lifting.  

Inspector Cilia 
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Ashford based company, Penrose Group,  takes on fund raiser 
They are aiming to raise at least £500 to help Dramatize with their work helping adults with learning disa-
bilities and MS-UK in their work helping people with Multiple Sclerosis. 
Dramatize, which is also based in Ashford, is a charity that 
provides a range of theatrical provisions to help further the 
personal development of adults with learning disabilities. Their 
services act as a leisure activity and a platform for individuals 
to socialise with other peers and learn valuable life skills inspir-
ing independence for a lifetime of creativity. Dramatize work 
with different ability levels, providing care and support to en-
sure that their services are accessible to all. Dramatize encour-
ages their students to believe in themselves, to develop and 
achieve the unexpected. Every penny donated will help Drama-
tize to build a better future for their students. If you would like 
to find out more, please visit www.dramatize.co.uk.  
Jas, from Penrose’s Sales & Marketing team, will be cycling 
321 miles over three Sportives and one off-road mountain bike ride aiming to raise much-needed funds for 
the two charities helping them continue their fantastic work and support they provide.  You can follow the 
fund raising efforts and donate with the following web address: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/penrosecyclechallenge?utm_term=dADpyRJZW  
We realise that COVID-19 has impacted us all. This probably is not the best time to ask for a donation, but 
Dramatize, and MS-UK rely on donations to provide their outstanding support, empowering people to live a 
happier life with respect, care and compassion. 
Your generous donations will be split equally between Dramatize and MS-UK. 
Dramatize are in fact themselves going to be operating a café in Charlton village. We will bring you more 
news on that in the next magazine, but it is well worth supporting such a worthwhile cause.  
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In early 2020 a disparate group of individu-
als met through their shared interest in the 
environment and sustainable living. The 
group wanted to take positive action to tack-
le climate change in Spelthorne  initially 
focussing on actions to minimize waste, 
reduce consumption, preserve natural open 
space and raise awareness and understand-
ing of environmental challenges in the bor-
ough.  Through a series of initial meetings, 
the volunteers agreed that having a physical 
space from which to coordinate activities 
would be a key priority, and so the idea for 
Talking Tree was born. Tony Woodward, 
one of the founding volunteers explained, 
“We were inspired to name the venue the 
Talking Tree after the Saxon word for 
Spelthorne which meant ‘speaking tree’ – a 
place where different groups would meet to 
discuss important issues. We want our centre 
to be a hub for the community, a welcoming 
space where anyone who lives or works near-
by can come to share skills, ideas and infor-
mation that will help us to collectively ad-
dress the climate and ecological emergency 
first and foremost, but also to tackle other 
issues that affect the sustainability of the local 
community.”  
The group registered Talking Tree as a Com-
munity Interest Company. This means that all 
assets are ’locked’ and profits generated will 
be used for the benefit of the community. 
Having drawn up an initial business plan, the 
group approached Spelthorne Council in late 
May 2020, requesting the council’s help in 
finding an appropriate building. As it hap-
pened, Spelthorne Council were the owners of 
a vacant retail property in the heart of Staines 
High Street. Formerly a betting shop, the 
premises had been empty for an extended 
period and Spelthorne Council saw the benefit 
in supporting the Talking Tree project to re-
purpose the building as a positive community 
space. The team took possession of the keys 
to the premises in early November and the 
ensuing months have been a flurry of activity 

with a core group of volunteer labour ham-
mering, plumbing, plastering and painting to 
turn a dark betting shop into a versatile com-
munity venue. 
Talking Tree is a shared space dedicated to 
building community and improving the local 
environment in Spelthorne. The venue, which 
opens officially on 21st June, centres around 
an on-site café serving a vegetarian menu 
‘with vegan aspirations’, using surplus ingre-
dients whenever possible. Since January the 
Talking Tree Community Kitchen team has 
produced an incredible 959 portions of food, 
from 526 kg of near end of date food that 
would have ended up in landfill.  
The main exhibition and performance space 
will provide an inspirational programme of 
arts, film, talks and music performance, while 
an adjacent meeting room and workshop will 
host local community groups and classes in 
practical skills to help participants live more 
sustainably. There will be a community fridge 
for residents to access surplus food from local 
suppliers and there are plans for a ‘library of 
things’ in the not-too-distant future. The en-
tire refurbishment has been completed on a 
shoe-string with appliances, furniture and 
equipment mostly donated or salvaged and 
most labour being donated free of charge by 
volunteers who support the Talking Tree 
ethos. Even the beautiful fascia was crafted 

Talking Tree, community run café and venue dedicated to  
tackling climate emergency, opens in Staines-upon-Thames 

By Suzanne O’Hara 

Continues p58 
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from the wood hoardings which blocked the doorway of the 
once derelict building which Talking Tree has transformed.      
The Talking Tree volunteer community has already grown to 
around 40 individuals of all ages and a variety of back-
grounds, sharing a huge variety of skills from cooking, to 
plumbing and website design. While Covid has delayed the 
opening of the venue, the team has not waited to start making 
an impact: Talking Tree Community Kitchen has already 
created an amazing 500 plates of food from fresh surplus 
stock which have been given free of charge to the local com-
munity; Talking Tree Biodiversity team has begun a planting 
project that will help increase the species diversity while also 
encouraging other wildlife at the Rowland Hill Almshouses 
in Ashford; in late March the volunteers created a swarm of giant handmade fabric bees, high-
lighting the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill to residents and visitors in Staines; and 
Talking Tree has also hosted a series of online events including a tree themed art exhibition, a 
virtual music night, a waste reduction cooking class and book club nights. 
There are lots of ideas for new initiatives in the pipeline and the team are keen for anyone living 
or working locally to get involved. Pop along to 91 High Street, Staines, visit the website or get 
in touch via social media.   
 
Facebook:  TalkingTreeStaines   Instagram: @talkingtree_staines www.talkingtree.org.uk 
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REWIRES  
FAULT FINDING  
CONSUMER BOXES  
ALTERATIONS  
EXTRA SOCKETS AND 
LIGHTS 

COOKER POINTS  
SMOKE DETECTORS  
EXTERIOR LIGHTING  
POWER TO GARAGE  
ARE YOU RCD  
PROTECTED? 

LOCAL RELIABLE SERVICE - FULLY INSURED 
Office: 01932 711196  
Mobile: 07880 715856  
franklin383@btinternet.com 

PPAAIIGGEE  EELLEECCTTRRIICCSS  

 

SDS 
Scotts Decorating Services 

Interior/Exterior Domestic/Commercial 
Locally Based Fully Insured 

30 years experience 

Call Andy Scott for a quote: 
01784 462928 
07796 542788 

Solution to June Sudoku 

1 6 2 4 7 3 8 9 5
3 7 5 8 9 2 4 1 6
9 8 4 1 6 5 7 2 3
4 1 6 5 2 8 9 3 7
5 9 3 7 4 1 6 8 2
7 2 8 6 3 9 1 5 4
6 5 9 2 8 7 3 4 1
8 4 1 3 5 6 2 7 9
2 3 7 9 1 4 5 6 8

Solution to June Quick Crossword 

G A L L E R Y S C U B A
C I O F A A

T H I G H S L A P P I N G
I H I B G

K N I T W E A R O B E Y
G B I S R

P U B L I C I T Y
S L O R N

S T U B C O L L I D E D
A K E C L

T R E A S U R E C H E S T
C R P C E O

K H A K I C H A S I N G
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Gardening Matters 
The Garden Goddess 

Iris was the goddess of 
the rainbow in Greek 
mythology. I have a 
thing for Greek 
mythology, and I love 
Irises. The large, 
bearded types unfurl at 
this time of year and 
they reflect the colours 
of the spectrum from 
deepest purple, through 
dusky orange, egg-yolk 
yellow and the most 
delicate of blues, to the 
brightest of whites. 
They comprise of 
standard petals, which 
are carried aloft over 
the graceful fall petals, 
which arch downwards. From the upper bases 
of the falls grow groups of fuzzy hairs called 
beards and from this the bearded Iris gets her 
name. Even the foliage is attractive: large pale 
green swords that shoot straight upwards from 
the earth.  
Bearded Irises love full sun and prefer to have 
their fleshy rhizomes (the underground stems) 
near the soil surface so they can take full 
advantage of the sun’s warmth. They actually 
prefer a more impoverished soil, so if your 
soil is a bit thin and dry they may be perfect 
for your garden. 
As the clumps become overcrowded the 
centres die out. Dig them up immediately 
after flowering and chop them into single 
healthy rhizomes, each with a fan of leaves. 
Shorten each fan with scissors by about half, 
then replant about 30cm apart in another 
sunny spot so that the rhizomes are just 
visible under the surface. Although they like 
drier conditions make sure they are watered in 
and looked after for a few weeks until 
established. But really you don’t need to do 
much to them. Overly enriched soil is not a 

friend to the iris, which might decline to 
flower in such conditions. My best flowering 
plants are in the driest, most sun-baked part of 
my plot! 
But for those who have shadier gardens and 
boggier conditions try the non-bearded Iris 
sibirica. I have one in a sun-dappled spot by a 
water feature. Its leaves are greener and 
grassier, which complements the water, and it 
has lovely rich blue flowers which look 
particularly nice in the shade. I also like Iris 
ensata, which I plant by my pool at the 
water’s edge. It’s also a good choice in 
borders if you garden on richer soil than mine. 
So, invoke the power of the Goddess Iris in 
your garden, and enjoy the rainbow of colour. 
 
Happy gardening, 
by Rachael Leverton  
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Contact Clive: 
01932 886524 or 07941 031759 (Eves) 

surreyarborist@gmail.com 

• Pruning, Felling & Reducing 
• Reshaping & Thinning 
• Hedge Maintenance 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service 
• Dangerous Tree Removal 
• Stump grinding 
• Neighbouring Tree & Hedge Issues 
• Operated wood-chipper hire 
• River tree work workboat available  
• Seasoned logs delivered. Log splitting 

TTrreeee  WWoorrkk 
THE ARTS SOCIETY RUNNYMEDE 
continues to bring its popular monthly lectures 
via Zoom. While lecturers cannot be present 
in  person, their lectures are live and followed 
by Q and A sessions. Guests are very welcome 
for a fee of just £5 and help is at hand for those 
not familiar with Zoom.  To experience the 
next lectures and find out what the Society has 
to offer do please drop us a line at: 
 info@theartsscocietyrunnymede.org.uk  
  
Food and Art Through the Ages 
Wednesday 16th June at 10.30 
A whistle-stop tour of the history of food 
as artistic medium; starting with 16th cen-
tury sugar sculpture to 3D dessert printing 
and beyond..  Topics covered include the 
origins of dessert, architecture, including 
Renaissance banqueting houses, through to 
the future of food. Hosted by award win-
ning Food Historian and artist Tasha 
Marks. 
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Your Local Mags 
 

Sunbury Matters 
Shepperton Matters 

Molesey Matters  
Walton Matters  

Call 07979 808991  
monica@villagematters.co.uk 

 
Advertising Rates 

(Ex VAT)  
 

 

1/8th page        £38 
Quarter page        £68 
Half page        £135 
Full Page        £235 

 

Discount on block bookings 



Our staff are all 
observing the 

government health 
and safety guidelines 

to keep customers 
safe 

Our staff are all 
observing the 

government health 
and safety guidelines 

to keep customers 
safe 




